Three-dimensional magnetic resonance imaging after ultrasonography for assessment of fetal gastroschisis.
A 24-year-old woman (Gravida I, Para I) at estimated 32 weeks of pregnancy was referred to our department for evaluation of a suspected fetal gastroschisis. Ultrasound scan revealed multiple loops of dilated bowel outside the fetal abdomen and absence of membrane surrounding the herniated loops of the intestines. Three-dimensional (3D) magnetic resonance imaging was performed to obtain more information on the bowel both outside and inside the abdomen. Images were constructed with T1-weighted fat-suppressed 3D fast low-angle shot sequences using a maximum intensity projection algorithm. The 3D images made possible the realization of fetal bowel conditions with greater definition and accuracy.